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Helen Robson Walton 
Her life and work at a glance 

 
Personal 
 Born Dec. 3, 1919, Claremore, Okla. 
 Married Samuel Moore Walton on Valentine's Day 1943 
 Four children:  Rob, John (deceased), Jim, Alice 
 Eight grandchildren 
 Four great-grandchildren 
 
Education  
 Associate's degree, Christian College for Women, Columbia, Mo. 
 B.S. degree in finance, University of Oklahoma School of Business 
 Member of Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority 
 
Major Areas of Philanthropic Leadership 
 
Education 
 Served as president of the Walton Family Foundation when it provided a $300 million gift to the 

University of Arkansas in 2002, the largest gift ever made to a public university in the U.S.  
This gift provided specific support to the University’s Honors College and the graduate school.  
This gift followed a $50 million grant to the University’s Sam M. Walton School of Business in 
1998. 

 Was a leading and long-time financial supporter of the University of the Ozarks in Clarksville, 
AR, and also served as Chairwoman of the University’s Board of Trustees and served as an 
honorary lifetime Chairwoman since 1984. 

 Led the development of a strategic plan to implement computer technology in all Bentonville-
area school districts.  This included providing a computer in each classroom and a computer lab 
in each building. 

 Along with Sam Walton, led the development of a program to bring students from Central 
America to three private Arkansas colleges to study, with an emphasis on democracy and free 
enterprise.  Approximately 1,000 students have participated in this program since 1985, and 
have returned or will return to their home countries to apply their experience and learning. 

 Was instrumental in establishing and operating the Walton Scholarship Program for Children of 
Wal-Mart Associates.  The program awards $10,000 scholarships to 150 students annually. 

 
The Arts: 
 Served as a leading supporter of the Walton Arts Center. 
 Was founding member, organizer and 1992 president of the Arkansas Committee of the 

National Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington, D.C. 
 
Families and Children: 
 Provided financial support and served as Chair of the board in establishing in Bentonville in 

1982 a community sponsored non-profit child care and development center for children of 
working parents.  This facility was renamed in her honor in 1985. 

 Served on the Governor's Task Force on Child Care and the Governor's Commission on Adult 
Literacy. 
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Presbyterian Church (USA) Activities: 
 Was the first woman President of the Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation in its almost 200-

year history; served as a chairperson of the board of trustees for two years; was elected first 
lifetime member of the board; and served as a member of the executive committee of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation. 

 Was the first woman moderator of the Arkansas Presbytery. 
 
Key Achievements and Awards: 
 On behalf of the Walton family, accepted the national Patriot Award in 1997, presented by the 

Congressional Medal of Honor Society.  This was the first time in the Society’s history the 
award has been presented to a family. 

 Named one of the Top 100 Women in Arkansas - recognizing philanthropy and service to 
education in the state (1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998). 

 Received the National Art Education Association's 1995 Distinguished Service Award-
recognizing outstanding achievement and contributions of individuals outside the field of art 
education (1995). 

 Awarded the Honorary Arms by Queen Elizabeth to mark the completion of the restoration of 
Westminster Abbey, London (1995). 

 Inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame by the Oklahoma Heritage Association (1992). 
 Representing herself and husband Sam Walton, received the Order of the Quetzal (highest 

civilian award) from President Cerrano for service in education to the young people of 
Guatemala and for mission help among Indian tribes (1991). 
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