
 

 
Walmart Increases Use of Renewable Energy 

 
At Walmart, we know being a profitable and efficient business goes hand-in-hand with being a good 
steward of the environment. In an effort to reach our goal of being supplied by 100 percent renewable 
energy, we are finding more ways to implement and use renewable energy sources globally in our stores, 
Sam’s Club locations and distribution centers.  
 
United States 
 Solar 

• In the U.S., Walmart committed to expanding the number of solar panel power projects by 20 
to 30 locations in California and Arizona and to incorporate thin film solar technology in the 
majority of those sites.  

• This expansion builds on Walmart’s current solar program in the U.S. By the end of August 
2010, we had 31 solar projects installed in California and Hawaii.  

• In 2009, Walmart generated more than 17 million kilowatt-hours of solar electricity for its 
operations.  

• Walmart Puerto Rico announced plans to deploy rooftop solar power systems at stores in 
Caguas, Manatí and Ponce Baramaya, and Sam’s Club locations in Ponce and Rexville.  

• The project has the potential to expand to 23 stores during the next five years. 
 

Wind 
• Our first year of purchasing wind-generated power from Duke Energy’s Notrees Wind Farm in 

Texas for more than 360 Walmart facilities in Texas (including stores, clubs, distribution 
centers as well as other facilities) was a success. We purchased more than 180 million 
kilowatt-hour (kwh) of renewable wind power last year.  

• In 2010, the Sam’s Club in Palmdale California and Walmart in Worchester, Mass., began 
operating with small wind turbines on the light poles in the parking lot. Each installation is 
expected to produce up to 5 percent of the sites’ energy needs. 

Other 
• Walmart has completed installing fuel cells at two stores in southern California (Lancaster 

and Hemet), each at 400 kilowatt kW, generating approximately 3.4 million kwh annually. 
Each of these sites has the potential to eliminate 1 million pounds of CO2 annually when 
powered by biogas. 
 

 
Mexico  

Solar 
• In 2009, Walmart de México opened its second high-efficiency store that uses solar power 

and committed to use energy produced by a wind park. The solar panels at Sam’s Club Cola 
de Ballena, located in La Paz in the state of Baja California Sur, are expected to produce 20 
percent of the electricity used by the unit and prevent 140 tons of CO2 from being emitted 
into the atmosphere every year.  

Wind 
• In 2009, construction of Mexico’s first wind energy park for a retailer was completed in 

Oaxaca. The park began supplying clean energy to 348 Walmart de México units in April 
2010.  

• The project will reduce approximately 137,240 tons of CO2 emissions. Now, 27 percent of the 
energy we use in Mexico is generated by renewable resources based on Mexico’s energy 
generation mix.* 

• All 27 of the turbines used in the wind farm were manufactured in the United States by 
California-based Clipper Windpower and exported to Mexico to support Walmart’s demand 
for renewable energy. 

 



 

 
 
Canada 
Walmart Canada will install a rooftop solar system and wind turbine at two separate Walmart locations in 
Ontario. Construction of the two systems is expected to begin later this year, with a combined investment 
of approximately $2 million.  

Solar 
• Once complete, the rooftop solar power-generating system is expected to generate 450,000 kwh 

of energy per year, enough to supply 39 average size Canadian households.  The solar system 
will also reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) by an estimated 80 metric tons per year.   

• Walmart will finance and own the solar energy system. Power generated will be returned to the 
electrical grid under Ontario's feed-in tariff program for renewable energy. The company will use 
these pilot projects to assess the effectiveness and potential benefits of these systems to 
potentially power some of its stores in the future.  

Wind 
• Walmart plans to install a 20-kilowatt wind turbine adjacent to two of its Ontario stores. The 

systems are expected to generate as much as 50,000 kwh of electricity per year per unit, enough 
to power four average size Canadian households. The wind turbine is designed for low wind 
speed areas, where wind power has not been previously practical. 

Other  
• Walmart is one of Canada’s largest purchasers of renewable energy through Bullfrog Power. 
• In Canada, Walmart is testing many energy-efficient operations and renewable energy 

technologies in its stores and distribution centers, including geothermal technology at its 
Burlington, Ontario store. 

 
 
* In Mexico, we have not retained the Renewable Energy Credits (REC) associated with our wind and solar purchases. As the 
global renewable energy and REC markets evolve, Walmart continues to examine REC and other environmental attribute 
retention, sales and purchases across our global markets to better understand and implement best-in-class, conservative 
approaches that not only have environmental integrity, but also speed the scalability of emerging clean technologies globally 
such as wind and solar. 

 


